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The last decades have witnessed the rise of urgertsl levels of geographical
dispersion and transnational coordination in thganization of corporate activities.
Value chains previously organized and regulatedamestic settings have become
integrated into global management systems throogiptex inter-firm and intra-firm
network arrangements. The governance of these ghaitiuding production location
decisions, contractual and technical arrangemantsyalue distribution, increasingly
escaped the control of local actors to become eddzbth transnational management
spheres closely associated to financial markets dnden by profit-making,
shareholder value considerations.

In a context where existing social and environmentagulations remain
circumscribed at the national level while interoatl initiatives are, at best, optional
or incentive-based, the global search for profikmmzation has led to growing social
exploitation and environmental degradation in globdustries.

A Global Value Chain perspective allows to shedhtligpn these issues and
contextualize the debate on Corporate Social Resslpiity (CSR) by highlighting the
rise of interdependencies and power shifts in tigamzation of global industries and
corporations, as well as their social and enviramaleconsequences. It also offers a
valuable tool to trace the rise of new social mogets attempting to create social and
cognitive linkages between dispersed parts of dloeblue chains, for instance by



organizing campaigns to rise consumer awarenesabof abuses or environmental
destruction at the far end of global value chagedling end markets for consumption
products.

By adopting such contextualized, transnational gegve on global corporate
activities and the new social movements attemptinghannel regulatory forces in
global value chains, the track aims to elicit papaddressing the following type of
guestions:

- How do social or environmental issues at one erglaifal value chains relate
to global decision-making processes at the othdradrihe chain? How does
the social responsibility of global corporations pgp to social and
environmental issues in value chains organizedutfitoseveral layers of
suppliers and intermediaries?

- How do various actors such as firms, workers, emvirental or social NGOs
following distinct agendas in global value chainsempt to frame CSR
conceptions and debates? What significant differerar similarities can be
observed in their framing of CSR? What role do tpkay in the emergence of
international norms or standards to regulate thg@ak@and environmental
dimensions of global value chains?

- What kind of social movements can be observed latioe to business
activities in global value chains? How are thesevenments organized, how
are strategies defined and implemented throughhargional forms?

- How do networks of corporate activities interacthaactivist networks within
the context of global value chains? What kind offtctual or cooperative
agenda emerge from such interactions?
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